
Responsive 
Teaching 

Self-Guided Learning Module 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to the self-guided module on responsive teaching. This module is designed to be used as a self-study in which you can learn at your own pace. In order to gain depth of knowledge and be able to implement CELL with fidelity, you must complete the entire module, including the practices and evaluations. 
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What is this CELL self-guided module? 

The purpose of the self-guided module is 
to share information about: 

• The definition of responsive teaching 

• The techniques involved in responsive 
teaching 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This self-guided module focuses on responsive teaching, one of the components of CELL’s early literacy learning model. The model should be used as practitioners implement the CELL practices using ideas from the CELL practice guides that are located on the CELL website at www.earlyliteracylearning.org. By participating in this self-guided module, you will better understand why it is important to be a responsive teacher. 
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Pause and think about responsive teaching 
before you proceed 

• What do you think is responsive teaching? 

• What are some of the important elements 
of responsive teaching? 

• Why might responsive teaching be 
important to a child’s literacy learning? 

• The slides following provide CELL’s 
response to these questions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before you go further in this self-guided module, we think it is important for you to pause and think about responsive teaching from your point of view. Write down the responses that immediately come to mind for each of these questions:What do you think is responsive teaching?What are some of the important elements of responsive teaching?Why might responsive teaching be important to a child’s literacy learning?The slides following provide CELL’s response to these questions.
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Introduction: 

What is responsive teaching? 

• In responsive teaching, the adult is tuned 
in to the child’s interests and participation 
in everyday activities. 

• Responsive teaching supports children’s 
engagement and competence within 
activities, increasing the opportunities for 
early literacy learning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although there is likely no single definition of responsive teaching, CELL has chosen to define it as the adult being tuned in to the child’s interests and the child’s participation in everyday activities. Responsive teaching supports children’s engagement and competence within activities, increasing the opportunities for early literacy learning and the child’s mastery of literacy-related concepts. 
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Introduction: 

Responsive teaching techniques 

• Pay attention to the child’s actions and 
behaviors. 

• Respond to the child’s actions or behaviors   
by repeating or imitating her. 

• Introduce new information that elaborates on 
what the child does or says (labeling, naming). 

• Support and encourage new child behavior by 
asking questions or making comments. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four techniques involved in responsive teaching that can be used by adults with children during interest-based early literacy activities. The first technique involves the adult paying attention to the child’s interests, actions, and behaviors by tuning in to the child. In the second technique the adult responds to the child’s interests, actions, or behaviors by repeating or imitating the child. The third technique involves the adult introducing new information that elaborates on what the child does or says, such as by labeling or naming objects and pictures. In the fourth technique, the adult supports and encourages new child behavior by asking questions or making comments. These techniques are explained more fully in the next slides. 
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Illustration: 

Pay attention 

Adults who are paying attention to 
a child’s interests . . . 

• Are aware of the child’s focus and 
activities 

• Notice and interpret the child’s 
cues and signals 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Adults who are paying attention to the child’s interests are aware of the child’s focus and activities and the adults notice and interpret the child’s cues and signals. For instance, an adult paying attention will notice a child’s arms reaching for an object and interpret this as the child wanting the object. Copyright 



7 

Illustration: 

Respond 

• Respond promptly. 

• Respond appropriately. 

• Encourage the child’s attempts at 
interaction and participation in the 
activity with specific comments 
and praise. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An adult with a responsive teaching style will respond promptly to the child’s behavior. For example, a prompt adult will retrieve an object for a child after noticing the child’s interest. An adult with a responsive teaching style will respond appropriately to the child’s behavior. That is, the adult matches his or her reaction to the level of the expressiveness and affect of the child. For example, an adult who is responding appropriately will make a sympathetic, reassuring comment in response to a child’s frustration, and will mirror the child’s happiness at receiving the toy. An adult with a responsive teaching style will encourage the child’s attempts at interaction and participation in the activity with specific comments and praise. It is important to avoid general praise, like “good job.” Rather, try to comment on specific behaviors. For example, “Good work stacking those blocks! Your tower is so tall!” and “That’s right, that’s your letter, B. Good job finding that B.” This helps all children, and particularly children with disabilities, to understand what they’ve got right, which in turn helps the children develop competence. 
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Illustration: 

Introduce new information 
Responsive adults introduce new 
information by: 

• labeling or naming pictures and objects 

• expanding on children’s contributions 

• adding new materials or challenges, and 

• encouraging the child to do something 
different 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Responsive adults can introduce new information in at least three ways. First, a responsive adult can label or name people, pictures, and objects for the child. Second, a responsive adult can expand on children’s contributions. In fact, we often do this with language. Young children communicate with short and imperfect words and sentences. Adults can elaborate on children’s contributions by restating what the child said in a more advanced form. For example, when an infant squeals with delight at fitting a puzzle piece where it belongs, the adults might say, “You got that piece in the right place! The cow goes here next to the chicken.” When an older child answers the question, “What happened to the jeep?” with one word, “Stuck,” the adult might respond, “That’s right, the jeep got stuck in the mud.” Third, a responsive adult can introduce new information by adding new materials or challenges and encouraging the child to do something different. For example, a child who has mastered a behavior, such as scribbling with thick chalk and crayons, might be ready to work on grasping smaller writing utensils, such as smaller crayons and markers. Or, a child who has learned all the words to a song and can sing it by herself would benefit from the challenge of finding the words in the song that rhyme. 
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Illustration: 

Support and encourage new child behavior 

• Ask questions 

• Comment on the child’s behavior 
and accomplishments 

• Provide opportunities throughout 
the day to use new skills  

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final responsive teaching technique to be explained is supporting and encouraging new child behavior. Responsive adults support and encourage children to use increasingly advanced skills by supporting and encouraging children as they are participating in everyday activities. Responsive adults do this by asking the child questions because they want the child to use emerging language skills. For example, an adult might ask “What did you find at the bottom of the bin?” A responsive adult comments on the child’s participation in the activity, because they want the child to know they are paying attention and they notice the child’s abilities. For example an adult might say, “You are getting really good at turning those pages all by yourself, aren’t you? Almost got it…there, you turned the page!” Lastly, a responsive adult might provide opportunities throughout the day for the child to use his or her new and emerging skills. 
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Practice: 

Responsive teaching 
• Watch the CELL video Get In Step With Responsive 

Teaching at www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

• Write down two examples of each of the following 
responsive teaching techniques observed in the 
video: 
• Pay attention 
• Respond 
• Introduce new information 
• Support and encourage new child behavior 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To help you think about and use the content covered in this distance learning event, it is useful for you to put the information that was introduced and illustrated into practice. To do this, please watch the Get in Step with Responsive Teaching video. It is available on the CELL website at www.earlyliteracylearning.org.Write down two examples of each of the following responsive teaching techniques that you observe in the video:•Pay attention•Respond•Introduce new information•Support and encourage new child behavior 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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Evaluation: 

Responsive teaching 

• Did you see anything change in the child’s 
behavior when the adults supported or 
elaborated on what the child was doing? 

• What aspects of responsive teaching are 
you good at? What aspects of responsive 
teaching do you struggle with? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Did you see anything change in the child’s behavior when the adults supported or elaborated on what the child was doing?What aspects of responsive teaching are you good at? What aspects of responsive teaching do you struggle with?
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Practice: 

Responsive teaching 

• Read the vignettes on the back of the CELL 
Practitioner Practice Guide titled, Read and 
Repeat and write down examples of how 
the adult is responsive to the child during 
the activity.   

• The practice guide can be found at the 
following link: 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

 

 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�


13 

Practice: 
Responsive teaching 

How did the adult in the vignettes: 

• Pay attention? 

• Respond? 

• Introduce new information? 

• Support and encourage new 
child behavior? 
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Evaluation: 

Responsive teaching 

• Did you note anything change in the child’s 
behavior when the adults supported or 
elaborated on what the child was doing?  

• Were there other ways the adult could 
have been responsive?  

• How might you have responded to the 
child? 
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Reflection: 

Responsive teaching 

The checklist is used as 
a training tool for 
coaches and teachers.  
 
Today, as the coach, ask 
yourself these questions 
about the classroom 
environment. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This reflection checklist is used as a training tool for coaches and teachers. The coach may ask herself these questions, or she may give to the teacher to self-reflect on her own practice. Reflecting assists participants in determining the outcome of the practice.  Does the participant need to engage in additional practice? Is the participant comfortable with his or her current level of knowledge?*If you are providing the training you may want to read and talk through the reflection tool with the teacher rather than give the form directly to them to complete on their own.Today, as the coach ask yourself these questions about responsive teaching.
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Thank You! 

• Thank you for accessing the CELL self-
guided module on responsive teaching.  

• Remember, you can access additional 
practices on the CELL website at: 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember, you can access additional practices on the CELL website at: www.earlyliteracylearning.org.

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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