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Everyday Literacy 
Activities 

Self-Guided Learning Module 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to a self-guided learning module about child interests. This module is designed to be used as a self-study during which you can learn at your own pace. In order to gain depth of knowledge and be able to implement CELL with fidelity, you must complete the entire module, including the practices and evaluations. 
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What is this CELL self-guided module? 

The purpose of this self-guided module is to share 
information about: 

• The definition of everyday literacy activities 

• How to identify everyday literacy activities 

• How everyday literacy activities provide 
opportunities for learning 

• How to increase the breadth and depth of 
learning opportunities  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This self-guided module focuses on everyday literacy activities, which is one of the component of CELL’s early literacy learning model. The model should be used as parents and practitioners implement the CELL practices using ideas from the CELL practice guides that are located on the CELL website at www.earlyliteracylearning.org. Our goal is to share with you information about everyday literacy activities, including a definition, identification, and how to provide everyday literacy learning opportunities. The other components of CELL’s early literacy learning model are featured in additional self-guided modules. 
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Pause and think about everyday 
literacy activities before you proceed 

• What are everyday literacy activities? 

• Why are everyday literacy activities 
important to a child’s literacy learning? 

• What are some examples of everyday 
literacy activities? 

Proceed through the self-guided module 
with your responses in mind. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before you go further in this self-guided module, we think it is important for you to pause and think about everyday literacy from your point of view. Write down the responses that immediately come to mind for each of these questions:
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What are everyday literacy activities? 

• Everyday literacy activities refer to events 
that occur daily in homes, classrooms, and 
other locations that provide opportunities 
for early literacy learning.  

• They should be interest-based, happen 
frequently, and provide opportunities for 
language learning and the acquisition and 
use of literacy abilities.  



5 

What are everyday literacy activities? 

• Everyday literacy activities can be either 
formal or informal.  

• Formal literacy activities, also referred to as 
structured activities, tend to be more adult-
directed and tend to occur in more planned 
learning situations.  

• Informal literacy activities, also referred to as 
unstructured activities, tend to be more child-
directed and tend to occur within daily 
routines (such as dressing, eating meals, etc).  
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Why are everyday literacy activities 
important to a child’s literacy learning? 

• Everyday literacy activities are important to a child’s 
literacy learning because they provide opportunities 
throughout the day for a child to practice and 
become competent in early literacy abilities.  

• They are easy to use because they are incorporated 
into daily activities and routines. These provide 
opportunities for early literacy learning more 
informally at home and in the community as well as 
more formally in the classroom setting.  

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 ● Everyday literacy activities are also important because they can cover all early literacy learning domains, helping children acquire and practice new skills. 
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What are some examples 
of everyday literacy activities? 

Examples of everyday literacy activities 
include driving in the car, making grocery 
lists, doing the dishes, ordering food at a 
restaurant, taking a walk, changing 
clothes, and saying hello and goodbye.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can you think of other examples of everyday literacy activities?
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Introduction: 

What are everyday literacy activities? 

Everyday literacy activities need to: 

• Be interest-based 

• Provide opportunities for language 
and literacy learning 

• Provide opportunities to acquire and 
use literacy abilities 

• Happen frequently (or could happen 
frequently) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important that practitioners and parents provide children with specific experiences and activities that enhance and expand early literacy learning. These everyday literacy activities need to be interest-based, provide opportunities for early language and literacy learning, provide opportunities to acquire and use early literacy abilities, and either happen frequently, or have the potential to happen frequently. We call them everyday literacy activities because they are ordinary activities, such as grocery shopping, signing in at preschool, doing the laundry, writing a list, driving in the car, going on walks, and ordering at a restaurant. Just because we call them everyday literacy activities, however, does not mean that each activity has to occur every single day! Paying attention to everyday literacy activities is an important way to ensure that children are learning literacy behaviors in a developmentally appropriate, real-life context. 
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Illustration: 

Examples of Everyday Literacy Activities 

• Interest-based: 
A child who loves birds will enjoy drawing, writing, 
talking and reading about birds 

• Opportunities for language learning: 
Conversation with peers and adults during everyday 
activities, such as talking about the birds seen during    
a walk outside 

• Opportunities to practice literacy skills 
Some examples include reading and writing: reading a 
book about birds, finding bird-related items in a catalog 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To help you better understand the notion of everyday literacy activities, we have provided some examples. Remember, everyday literacy activities should capitalize on child interests to maximize engagement. For instance, a child who loves birds will enjoy drawing, writing, talking, and reading about birds. Everyday literacy activities that provide opportunities for language learning involve conversation with peers and adults, such as talking about the birds seen during a walk outside. Opportunities to practice literacy skills within everyday literacy activities involve reading and writing materials. For example, reading books about birds, and finding bird-related items like bird feeders and bird seed in a catalog or a store flyer. Activities like these may already happen frequently, but if not, most of them are simple enough that they could happen with greater frequency in the classroom or home. 
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Introduction: 

Everyday Literacy Activity Continuum 

Everyday literacy activities can be informal or 
formal, or anywhere in between, depending 
on the context in which the activity occurs. 

Informal Literacy Activities                 Formal Literacy Activities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many everyday literacy activities can be informal or formal, or anywhere in between, depending on the context. You can think about literacy activities as being on a continuum from informal to formal. Copyright 
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Illustration: 
Informal Literacy Activities 

• Unstructured activities 

• Primarily directed by child, with adult being 
a facilitator (i.e., less adult-directed) 

• Tend to occur within daily routines than in 
planned learning situations (for example, car 
rides, grocery stores, diapering, dressing) 

• Occur in the context of literacy-rich 
environments 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Informal literacy activities tend to be more unstructured activities. They tend to be primarily directed by the child, with the adult being a facilitator. More informal literacy activities tend to occur within daily routines (for example, car rides, grocery stores, diapering, dressing, etc) than in planned learning situations. Lastly, they occur in the context of literacy-rich environments. All activities occur in the child’s environment, and everyday literacy activities involve the language, symbols, and print of the literacy environment. Here are some examples of literacy activities toward the informal end of the continuum:•An infant pressing the button on a toy to make the music play and the teacher sings a song to accompany the music •A toddler choosing to play with his alphabet blocks, and his dad joining in his play by building alongside him and responding with interest to the boy’s questions about the letters on the blocks•A preschooler helping mom write a shopping list at home or with teacher in the household center•A preschooler identifying McDonalds from the sign when driving in the car•A toddler or preschooler making up an alternative version of a rhyme at home that was originally learned at school 
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Illustration: 

Formal Literacy Activities 

• Structured activities 

• Tend to be more adult-directed 

• Tend to occur in more planned learning situations 

• Can occur when an adult organizes or leads a child 
in a learning activity with a specific goal of 
enhancing literacy development 

• Occur in the context of literacy-rich environments 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Formal literacy activities tend to be more structured activities. Activities on this end of the continuum tend to be more adult directed and they tend to occur in more planned learning situations. They can occur when an adult organizes or leads a child in a learning activity with a specific goal of enhancing literacy development. As we have said earlier, like all other activities, formal literacy activities occur in the context of the child’s environment. But literacy activities depend on the literacy-rich features of the environment, including language, symbols, and print.Here are some examples of literacy activities toward the formal end of the continuum:•Looking at a touch and feel book with an infant and talking about how each page feels •A preschool teacher reading a storybook with a group of children, guiding them through with specific questions, and then designing templates for the children to make props and act out the story. •Parents can also provide children with structured literacy experiences by suggesting specific activities, such as writing a letter to a relative, and guiding them through the process. •Story reading during circle time or bedtime•Learning a new fingerplay at daycare with a group of children 
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Illustration: 
Tools for Identifying Everyday Literacy Activities 

Early Childhood Classroom Interests Tool 

• Tool to help teachers identify interest-based 
early literacy activities for the children in 
their classroom. 

• This tool can be accessed from the CELL 
website at: www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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Practice: 

Everyday Literacy Learning Activities 
Think about the children in your classroom or that you know 
well and complete the Early Childhood Classroom Interests Tool 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take a few minutes to think about the children in your classroom or children you know well. Write their initials in the boxes corresponding to the activities in which you have observed them participating in play. 
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Evaluation: 

Everyday Literacy Activities 

• What activities were your 
children interested in? 

• Were there any new interests 
revealed? What are they? 

• What activities surprised you 
as being literacy-based? 
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Reflection: 

Everyday Literacy Activities 

Complete the 
Everyday Literacy 
Learning Activity 
Checklist 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This activity encourages a participant to think about his or her classroom in regard to everyday literacy activities.Completing the checklist assists the participant in reflecting on the outcome of the current practice. If the participant answers no, he or she may need to engage in more practice to increase the level of knowledge.
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Introduction: 

Learning Opportunities 

• Everyday literacy activities provide opportunities 
for early literacy learning at home, in classrooms, 
and in a child’s community. 

• Opportunities for early literacy learning need to 
be provided frequently. 

• Opportunities for early literacy learning should 
be increased both across (breadth) and within 
(depth) literacy activities. 
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Illustration: 

Breadth and Depth 

• Breadth—Provide a wide range of activities. 

In other words, focus on one interest and provide 
a wide range of activities based on that interest.  

• Depth—Spend time engaging in the activity.  

Explore and expand on the child’s interest. 

Depth is about opportunities within an interest-
based activity. 

In other words, find opportunities within a specific 
interest-based activity. 
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Illustration: 

Breadth and Depth 

• Breadth—Provide a wide range of activities based 
on child interest 

For example, if a child is interested in trains, make 
available books and songs about trains. 

• Depth—Spend time engaging in the activity. 
Explore and expand on the child’s interest using 
many approaches.  

For example, when a child is playing with trains, 
ask questions about where the train is going; add 
people or traffic signs. 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The development of breadth and depth is similar to mapping a particular topic with an emphasis on literacy-related activities. For those of you who assess a classroom using ECERS, the breadth and depth is what you are measuring the section about teacher child interactions as well as language. This is a great component to use to address that section. Many teachers find this piece challenging.PALS-Describing/Introducing key elements of a new topic is the first component of the PALS approach to adult learning.
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Illustration: 
Tools for Increasing Breadth and Depth 

of Everyday Literacy Activities and Learning Opportunities 

• Tool to assist practitioners to plan for and 
remember literacy learning opportunities 
and activities they want to do with 
children 
• Daily Schedule 
• Reminder Tool 

• These tools are designed to help teachers 
increase opportunities for literacy learning 
both across (breadth) and within (depth) 
literacy activities 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CELL has developed tools to assist teachers in remembering literacy learning opportunities and activities they want to do with classroom children, including a daily schedule and a reminder tool. Both of these tools are simple in their design and should help teachers increase opportunities for literacy learning across (breadth) and within (depth) literacy activities. You might have other ideas for tools you could develop! On the next slide we show you what these tools look like. They can be accessed by going to the CELL website and clicking on tools, www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, the daily schedule includes space for an adult to note the time of day and activity settings within which literacy activities can take place that will provide opportunities for early literacy learning. It is a slightly more structured way to do the same thing the next tool accomplishes. The reminder tool just offers space for a parent or teacher to make notes about reminders to do a number of literacy activities with his or her child or children. This tool is less structured and allows you to keep a running list that will serve to jog your memory about a child’s favorite activities. �If you are a home-based practitioner, consider how you would use these tools to support parents in providing everyday literacy activities to their child. 
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Practice: 

Learning Opportunities 
Choose a child interest and describe activities 
that you would incorporate to expand the 
learning experiences to create breadth and 
depth. Include some literacy specific activities. 

Here are some ideas: 

• Drums or other musical instruments 

• Pretend play cooking 

• Building with blocks 

• Bugs 

• Trucks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Choose a child interest and describe activities that you would incorporate to expand the learning experiences to create breadth and depth. Include some literacy specific activities.Here’s an example: You have a classroom of 4-year-old children who have all been expressing an interest in leaves. You have a group time discussion about leaves writing a list of what the children know about leaves and what they still want to know and do with leaves. So you create breadth by providing many opportunities for the children to explore leaves: going on a nature walk and collecting leaves, reading books and singing songs about leaves, using leaf cookie cutters in the manipulative center with modeling clay, multi-colored paper and leaf stencils in the art area, child-sized rakes in the outdoor play area, etc. You create depth during these opportunities by adding new information or asking questions that encourage the children to problem solve such as: sorting and comparing the leaves by color, size, types; doing crayon rubs revealing the veins of the leaves and talking about what trees need to grow; providing lettuce during snack and identifying the types of leaves we eat. 
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Evaluation:  

Learning Opportunities 
• Were the activities: 

• Part of the child’s everyday life experiences? 

• Interest-Based literacy learning opportunities? 

• Likely to help the child practice emerging literacy abilities 
and develop new ones? What were the literacy activities? 

• Could the everyday literacy activities: 

• Happen often? 

• Allow the child to try to use language in different ways? 

• Allow the child to experience and use literacy in different 
ways? 

• Could you increase the breadth and depth of the activities 
even more? 
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Reflection: 
Everyday Literacy Learning Opportunities 

Complete the Increasing 
Everyday Child Learning 
Opportunities Checklist 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We strongly encourage you to reflect on the information you have learning in this self-guided module on Everyday Literacy Activities. Reflecting assists you in determining your level of knowledge and the outcome of your practice.
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Thank You! 

• Thank you for accessing this CELL self-
guided learning module! 

• Remember, you can access other CELL 
self-guided modules on the CELL website 
at www.earlyliteracylearning.org 

 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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