
 

 

Responsive Teaching Questions and Answers 
 
What do you think responsive teaching is?  
 
In responsive teaching, the adult is tuned in to the child’s interests and 
participation in everyday activities. Responsive teaching increases opportunities 
for early literacy learning by supporting children’s engagement and competence 
in activities and encouraging them to use their new skills throughout the day. 
 
What are some of the important elements of responsive teaching? 
 
An adult using responsive teaching encourages the child to use increasingly 
advanced skills by supporting and encouraging children as they are participating 
in everyday activities. Responsive teaching involves paying attention to children’s 
interests, responding to their behavior by repeating or imitating them, introducing 
new behaviors that elaborate on what they say or do, and supporting them by 
asking questions and making comments.  
 
Why might responsive teaching be important to a child’s literacy learning?  
 
Responsive teaching encourages children to use increasingly advanced early 
literacy skills. It expands on children’s own contributions by adding new materials 
or challenges. Responsive teaching provides opportunities for children to use 
their new skills across settings throughout the day. 
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