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Early Childhood Classroom

Interests Tool

How To Use This Tool To Identify Children’s Interests:

Thiz forn provide: an eosy way fo pinpoint interests thot are
shared by groups of young children. You con use the results as
a guide for developing activities thot will oppeal to the group's
interasts_ bn this way you can help the children in your progrom
sxperience creative, inferest-oased leorming activifies that they
will find fruly engaging, beneficial, and fun!

Follow These Easy Steps:

. Look, listen, and closerve your students. Foocws on what the

chidren are doing and soying. Try to look beyond the clovious
to discover whot matenals or ociivities capture the chidren’s
imaginatficns.

. Read through the sample inferest acfivities printed in the chort

on the following poges. In the blank boxes write additonal
interests you've cbhserved omong the children in your closs.
Then, whie thinking of one child in your class of o time, white
his or her first nome in three boxes under the three activities
you believe hold the greatest interest for him or her. Bepeot
this process for eoch class member, writing their fest namesin
the boxes with their three top interests or assets.

. After indicating all of your clas: members’ greotest inferests,

consider the chart as awhole. Which acfivities hove the most
chidren’s names under them?
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Diate: Playing with alphabst leferz/ | Acting cuf shories Listening to and falking about | “Wiifing” and reading on Using recipes, menus, sfc., in
: letter stampe foorite stories compuiers the cooking arsa
Teomchisr:
Program Mams Coloring picfurss Dichating stories about fiends, |Having "converzations” with Dirapwing with croyons or Direszing up it coshumnses and
activitiss, dream:s collsstuffed animalz rrearkErs rraking up sforiss
Chozs Memibbers:
Lzing finger paints Drzing fingamlays Locking of books fdcking signs for the clozreom | Listening fo and sayving nurssry
and closs activities rhymss
hcking bocks of pictures or Looking af pioture boocks Playing gome: (for sxample, | Using play dough, sily puthy Telling stonss with puppst:z
photographs lzeard games, word gomies)
haking up rhiymas, songs, efc. | Wiiting and drawing with Sniging songs “Wrifing” notes, lethens, or Telling stoniss with a storytellar
sidenwalk chalk Jjournalz
Top Closs Interscts:
“Writing ™ or zeribbling on “Dirarwing” maps for trucls, Reading signs when foking Cithear: Cher:,
poper buildings, frecsurs huntz wealks
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