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Early literacy learning can be promoted
through experiences with print and language
What does research tell us about how young children’s experiences
with print and language affect early literacy learning?

E

arly literacy refers to the knowledge and skills
that young children need to read, write, and
communicate. Early literacy learning for children
from birth through 6 years of age is made up of
print and language (spoken and written) learning.
Print-related learning includes recognizing letters
of the alphabet, understanding what is read,
expressing words in writing, and knowing the
rules of writing (for example, that we read from
left to right). Language-related learning includes
recognizing the different sounds that make up
words, being able to use words to communicate,
and understanding what is said by others.

identified several print-related and languagerelated accomplishments that indicate a child has
successfully developed early literacy. By providing
young children with a mix of print-related and
language-related experiences, parents and early
childhood professionals will start young children
on the path to become successful, competent
readers and writers.

Young children learn about print and language by
interacting with the people and objects in ways
that are interesting and enjoyable. Children often
experience formal literacy learning in their early
childhood and early intervention programs where
early literacy skills are specifically taught. Informal
literacy learning experiences occur as a child takes
part in everyday family and community life. Both
formal and informal learning experiences help to
lay the foundation for later literacy development.
Current thinking about early literacy learning
was the focus of a research synthesis conducted
by researchers at the Center for Early Literacy
Learning (CELL). These investigators examined
71 published papers, chapters, and books by
current literacy experts, literacy centers, and
professional organizations to assemble their
recommendations for fostering early literacy
learning. The researchers found that all sources of
information recommended that young children
be provided with a rich mix of print-related and
language-enhancing experiences. All sources also
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Acting on the Evidence
Download free, two-page CELLpractices guides in versions
for parents or practitioners at www.earlyliteracylearning.org
Child participation in everyday home, family, community, and preschool activities provides young
children many opportunities to learn early language and literacy skills. All of the CELL practice
guides that have been developed for parents and early childhood practitioners encourage the use of
everyday learning in home, community, and classroom as sources of child learning activities. The twopage practice guides listed below are available for free download on the CELL project web site: www.
earlyliteracylearning.org. At this web address you can find multimedia practice guides such as videos
that illustrate practices supported by research.

Especially for Parents

Especially for Practitioners

Infants:
World of Words
Places To Go and People To See
Out and About

Infants:
Literacy-Rich Classroom and Community
Activities
Literacy-Rich Word Activities
Literacy-Rich Outings

Toddlers:
Books and Crayons of One’s Own
Playing with Words
Looking at Letters
Preschoolers:
Adventure in a Box
Wired To Read
Word Wise

Toddlers:
World of Learning
Words All Around Us
Preschoolers:
A Place for Writing
Keyboarding for Kids
Words Everywhere
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